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A View from the Garden...
Longwood, Chanticleer, Bartram, Mt. 
Cuba…all such beautiful places.  How do 
I know?  Well, we were just there with a 
group of other garden enthusiasts.  How 
nice to visit other great gardens and to 

be inspired by their vision and beauty.  I 
was happy to see that even though we are 
a young garden, our striving for excellence 

made me proud and confident that we are up to par with them.  
If you haven’t been to the Philly area, plan a trip and enjoy!  
While in the area, the Barnes Foundation is a must, along with 
Constitution Hall.  Did you know we as Americans can boast 
the oldest and most enduring written constitution in the world!  
I am humble and awed by that fact.  Celebrate it. 

On the local front, we are going into one of our own Garden’s 
most beautiful seasons.  The Tropical Garden is in full glory and 
I noticed yesterday the first golden edges of the ginkgos.  Our 
Kitchen Garden is spent and there is a serene beauty to the soil 

being turned and prepped for winter.  Throughout other garden 
spaces, fall color is beginning and fall blossoms abound.  Be sure 
to visit before frost puts the Garden to bed for winter.  

On your next visit, be sure to check out our latest gift.  Thank 
you, Joe Bryan, for giving us “Dancing Cranes” by Lloyd 

LeBlanc.  The design 
phase for a new 
water feature to 
house the sculpture 
is underway.  This 
beautiful piece of 
art will soon be 
gracing our Garden 
landscape.  

As always, we are 
grateful to all our 
many supporters throughout the year!  Your donations ensure 
that we can maintain and grow this beautiful garden gem for 
visitors to the Triad.  It was important to Mr. Ciener that we 
be a place of civic pride and that we promote tourism.  With 
visitors from across the globe, I think we have achieved that 
goal.  Support 
from donors 
like you are a 
vital part of 
that success.  
Thank you so 
very much!

Each year, 
around this 
time, I begin 
to reflect on 
my many 
blessings.  As in past years, they abound.  I am grateful for 
the love and support of family and friends.  I am thankful for 
all my material blessings and for this great occupation.  Take 
a moment to access the bounty in your own life and pause a 
moment in gratitude.  

My wish for each of us is a season filled with all the riches of 
harvest, safe passages and happy days. 



2

www.cienerbotanicalgarden.org

Calendar of Upcoming Events...
Toni Hays 
Programs Officer

More information about our upcoming events 
including how to register to attend, can be 
found on our Garden Events page on our 
website, www.cienerbotanicalgarden.org

“Japanese Maple Madness:
A look at what’s new, exciting and exceptional in 
Japanese maples.”
by Matt and Tim Nichols
Co-owners and Operators of

Saturday, October 6, 2018, 10:00 – 11:00 am 
$10 per person 

Growing up in the mountains of North Carolina, Matt and Tim have expanded their father’s hobby 
into a respected nursery that offers a large selection from the ornamental tree collection of over 
1,000 Japanese maple cultivars, over 100 acer species and over 150 cultivars of ginkgo.  They are 
accomplished grafters who consider themselves students of maple and ginkgo propagation and are 
progressive in looking for improvements to this process.  Matt is the former President of the North 
American Branch of the Maple Society and Tim is the current President.  

Presented as part of our Chip Callaway Lecture Series
$10 per person

Registration required.  To learn more and to register online,
 visit our website, www.cienerbotanicalgarden.org or call 336-996-7888.

Fall Plant Sale . . .  

Plants for sun and shade, selected trees, shrubs, herbaceous perennials and 
more will be on sale.  A list of plants will be posted on our website, www.
cienerbotanicalgarden.org prior to the sale.  Proceeds benefit the future 
development of the Garden.  Come find something perfect for your garden!

PJCBG Members Pre-plant sale – Thursday, October 4, 2018, 4:30-6:30 pm

Saturday, October 6, 2018, 8:00 am-12:00 pm
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Lunch and Learn Lectures are FREE to Members of PJCBG/$2 donation for non-members. 
 Registration is required.  Register online or call 336-996-7888.

  Bring your lunch.  The Garden will provide drinks.

Lunch and Learn is part of our Chip Callaway Lecture Series

Fall Lunch and Learn Lectures . . . 

“Fall” in Love with Your Garden
by Adrienne Roethling, PJCBG’s Director of Curation 
and Mission Delivery 

Thursday, October 11, 2018, 12:00 noon 
The Fall season is a great time for planting and while 
the cool nights are quickly settling in, fill your garden 
with one more round of color, texture and form.  

Reinvigorate the garden with hardy mums and other fall blooming perennials, look for shrubs 
with fruit or fall color or simply add a flat of pansies and Johnny-jump ups.  This talk will 
provide you with a list of plants to keep your garden looking fresh until winter sets in.

“Tender and Hardy Succulents”
by Hayden Shuping, Greenhouse Manager
Reynolda Gardens of Wake Forest University

Thursday, November 8, 2018, 12:00 noon 
Hear an overview of popular succulents and how to care for them.  
Understand the difference between tender or hardy succulents as well 
as placement location, light, containers and soil.   Learn different genus 
of popular species and cultivars of each type.
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When we think of bulbs, our minds automatically go to tulips, daffodils 
and other spring bloomers. There are often underused bulbs that provide 
gardens with color from January to December.  Weather depending of 
course. This topic could go on for several pages but here are some bulbs 
that are easy to find, easy on the budget and are star performers for the 
southern gardener. 

Consider waking your gardens up earlier in the season with splashes 
of color from the use of these winter 
performing bulbs. In the Piedmont Region 
of North Carolina, one can expect blooms 
as early as late January or in some cases, 
sooner. Crocus will be the dominant early 
performer and flowers are brightly colored 
shades of purple, yellow and white. Some are 
large and small while others have two colors 
in one. They are not as costly as other bulbs, 
therefore, consider planting large masses. 
Another bulb that appears early is the winter 
aconites or Eranthus. Though, they cost a 
bit more, when happy, they will spread by seeds. Small rosette of leaves 
produces a buttercup-like flower. Hardy cyclamen is another spreader 
by seed when happy bulb. Cyclamen corm have heart-shaped leaves and 
produce nodding flowers in pink or white.

Spring is that season where most bulbs outshine other plants in the 
garden.  Tulips are the queens of flowers while the daffodils with their 
Alice-in-Wonderland like features brighten the day. With so many 
varieties of spring blooming bulbs to choose, one can achieve color, 
texture and form.  Snowdrops 
provide a delicate finish with their 
nodding, pure white flowers. 
Ornamental onions such as 
Allium giganteum provides height 
as well as the early blooming 
glads…Gladiolus communis.  Most 
ornamental onions and the 
species glad bloom in May which 
makes a good bridge between 
spring and summer bulb season.

If you think about it, there are a lot of perennials with bulbous roots, 
alstroemeria, canna, elephant ears and dahlias have roots with the 
same energy storing system. A garden full of summer flowering bulbs 
will always be a vibrant garden. Good drainage or not, sun or shade, no 
problem, there are bulbs for every condition it seems.  If you are looking 
for something unusual but equally stunning, look at the varieties of 
lilies, especially the martagon and recurved forms.  Flowers hang upside 
down while the petals curve backwards, like little umbrellas. A summer 
garden is a must for the, should I say it, hurricane lilies, or nekked ladies 

or surprise 
lilies.  It 
doesn’t matter 
what you call 
them, but 
Lycoris pop up 
in places often 
forgotten.  
You plant 

them one year and they flower maybe 
5 years later.  Lycoris radiata however, 
seems to flower year after year with no 
problem.  Another stunning and reliable 

performer is the oxblood lilies or Rhodophiala.  A great southern bulb 
with outward having trumpets of red or pink flowers. Standing at just 6” 
tall, they are perfect for smaller or rock gardens.  

A few late season bulbs to offer one last hurrah before the dead of winter 
sets in includes another hardy cyclamen. Cyclamen hederifolium begins 
flowering in late summer and will last for about 3 months.  Nodding 
flowers of pink and white sit above the spear-shaped leaves. I bet you 
never imagined a gladiolus flowering 
during the Halloween holiday.  
Gladiolus dalenii ‘Halloweeni’ does just 
that. Reaching 3’ tall, blue, narrow 
leaves give way to stems with orange 
and yellow flowers. And, don’t forget 
to finish the growing season with 
fall blooming crocus and colchicums.  
Crocus sativus 
which produces 
saffron show 
off their vibrant 
blue flowers and 
the colchicums 
look like dancing 
waterlilies. 

There you have it, a year of bulbs, and an 
opportunity to expand the garden with color.  
If you visit Brent & Becky’s Bulbs website, they 
guide you on proper planting time.  Of course, 
the winter and spring bulbs will be shipped and ready for planting now 
while the summer and fall bulbs will be shipped and ready for planting 
in spring.  My suggestion is to avoid the box stores as the chilling period 
has been dramatically altered which may cause bulbs to rot.  I know it’s 
tempting as prices are usually minimal, but you’ll get better quality with 
a reputable business.  Be sure to visit Bloomin’ Bucks and click Paul J. 
Ciener Botanical Garden as your favorite non-profit. 

Bulbs for All the Right Seasons
Adrienne R. Roethling 
Director of Curation & Mission Delivery 
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The Dolores and Wyatt LeFever Garden Gift Shop
Kim Babyak 
Garden Shop Manager

The calendar says that Fall has arrived and it’s beginning to look a lot like it in the Gift Shop.

Fall brings new products to the Gift Shop! We have recently completed a fall makeover that includes new pillows with autumn 
designs and several beautiful sunflower themed items for your fall décor. 

Check out our new “Bee Corner” stocked with local honey and Naked Bee products.  We 
have decorative glass and ceramic honey pots and galvanized honey buckets. Look for the 
beautiful copper finished 16” wall décor complete with 2 large bees resting on a honeycomb 

– perfect for those outdoor living spaces.  Make sure to 
check out our garden and patio fountains  - these make 
great Christmas gifts!!!  

The Gift Shop has discounted 20% off selected items to 
make room for new merchandise and Christmas, yes, I 
said Christmas! Come see what we have!

Cooler weather makes the thought of a hot bath 
sound inviting and adding a bath bomb will make 
it luxurious!  The bath bomb will fizz for about 30 

minutes and is available in several scents, including lavender, 
rosemary mint, grapefruit berry, and ocean mist. We have bath 
bombs for kids with fun shapes.  We also love that they are 
handmade right here in Kernersville!

Brand new and in stock 
are iron rain chains with 
a copper flame finish!  They are 
over 7 feet long and have a tulip 
shape design. Rain chains are a 
beautiful addition to any garden 
area acting as an artistic and 
functional downspout. Supply is 
limited – get yours before they 
are gone!

The Gardens are always beautiful, no imagination needed, so please stop by and visit!  After touring the Garden, please come and 
browse the Gift Shop, we look forward to seeing you!

Contact Kim Babyak at 336.996.7888 or Kbabyak@pjcbg.org

The Dolores and Wyatt LeFever Garden Gift Shop is full of unique and special gifts and treats!  Come visit our 
beautiful Paul J. Ciener Botanical Garden and then stop in the Gift Shop, you never know what you may find!
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It takes many hands to help a garden grow!  Paul J. Ciener Botanical Garden’s 
volunteers contribute their interest, energy, knowledge and passion to many different 
areas of the Garden. Whether they give a little or a lot of their time, our dedicated 
volunteers enjoy the beauty of nature, while helping to create a better Garden and a 
better community. Their gift of their time to the Garden helps make each guest’s visit 
more beautiful and enriching.

Not only is our Volunteer for this Season an original leader, advisor and member of 
the Garden’s Board of Directors but is also a lifelong resident of Kernersville.  Our 
Volunteer’s time, knowledge, support and friendship has been invaluable in helping to 

create this magnificent botanical garden.      

Following in the family tradition of service to Kernersville, our Volunteer of the Season has been an Alderman since 
2013 and, in addition, has not only been a member of our Board of Directors but also the boards of The Kernersville 
Medical Center Foundation, Korner’s Folly Foundation, Kernersville Family YMCA, Fireman’s Relief Fund and 
Kernersville Historic Preservation Society. 

Our Volunteer for this season (and many seasons before) is Joe Pinnix. Please join us in thanking Joe for all that he 
has done for the Garden and his community.  We are truly blessed to have had him as part of the Garden.  As a small 
token of our appreciation, Joe will receive a gift certificate to a restaurant in downtown Kernersville to enjoy!

Paul J. Ciener Botanical Garden
Volunteer of the Season

Membership. . .
Memberships help the Garden provide valuable educational opportunities to adults and children and also help in our 
development of new garden spaces as we continue to grow.  Individual/Household memberships are just $50 per year.  
Join or renew your membership for a chance to win our Plant of the Month.  Congratulations to Duane Long, winner 
of our September Plant of the Month, Hibiscus syriacus ‘Shanchon yo’ -Purple Chiffon rose of Sharon. 

Some member benefits include:

•	 A	subscription	to	Seasons	at	Ciener	–	the	Garden’s	Quarterly	newsletter

•	 A	one-year’s	subscription	to	Better	Homes	and	Gardens	or	Martha	Stewart	Living	compliments	of	American	
Public Gardens Association

•	 A	10	%	discount	at	the	Garden’s	Plant	Sales	and	Members	Only	Pre-Plant	Sale,	10%	discount	at	the	Garden’s	Gift	
Shop

•	 Free	admission	to	the	Garden’s	Lunch	and	Learn	and	Summer	Thursday	Lectures

•	 Preferred	registration	to	outings	for	Friends	of	the	Garden

•	 Discounts	to	over	300	gardens	nationwide	through	the	American	Horticultural	Society

Joe Pinnix
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Paul Ciener Blood Drive . . . 
The Paul Ciener Blood Drive will be sponsored by and held at Paul J. Ciener 
Botanical Garden on Monday, October 15, 2018, from 2:30 until 7:00 
pm. For an appointment, call Toni Hays at 336-996-7888 or visit www.
redcrossblood.org to make an appointment online and use Sponsor Code: 
Paul J. Ciener Botanical Garden.  

Give the gift of life – give blood!

Thank You Sponsors

The Susan J. Edwards Foundation

Jane Gorrell

It is with gratitude that we acknowledge the corporate support we receive during the year.  Many thanks to our corporate 
sponsors.  Your commitment helps maintain this lovely Garden and promote many of our educational and fun programs. 

Ace Solutions Inc. Hayworth-Miller Funeral Home
AK Commercial Realty, Inc. Hopkins Road Animal Hospital 
C & C Facility Services  Hutchins Painting 
Carol Whicker, Agent-Keller Williams Realty Kernersville Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
EME Industrial Service, LLC Kim N. Scott, CPA
Farmers Feed and Seed  Olympic Family Restaurant 
Triangle Visions Optometry 

Concert Sponsors

Tulip Sponsors

Turf Sponsor

Community Corporate Partners
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