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A View from the Garden...
As you read this, we are all living 
with new realities imposed upon us 
by the coronavirus.  In response to 
Governor Cooper’s announcement, 

our buildings are closed to the public.  
We are working in isolation and 
practicing social distancing.  We have 

hosted two emergency blood drives with staff staying off 
campus.  We are also taking extra care to sanitize carefully 
all public surfaces.  If you visit the Garden, please practice 
social distancing and make sure you are careful to sanitize 
if you touch any surfaces.  I must say, it is a shame that 
this virus has struck, but especially so as we come into our 
spectacular spring tulip bloom.  They are currently glorious.  
We will include pictures here for your enjoyment.  

In the meantime, stay well and safe.  Find old pastimes 
to keep you busy, re-read favorite books, cook your best 
recipes and enjoy your family.  We will get through this time 
and my prayer is we will all be stronger and more grateful.  
So. here are those photos I promised.  

As always, a world of thanks to those who are supporting us 
financially during this time.  You are our heroes.  
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Calendar of Upcoming Events...
Toni Hays 
Programs Officer

More information about our upcoming events 
including how to register to attend, can be 
found on our Garden Events page on our 
website, www.cienerbotanicalgarden.org

Please note that this is our current plan based on Governor Cooper’s quarantine order.  
Dates may change as new information becomes available.  

Spring Plant Sale . . . 
Online Spring Plant Sale

Individual/Household memberships are just $50 per year. Join or renew your membership for a chance to win our Plant of the Month. 
Congratulations to Robert and Bethy Jackle, winners of our March Plant of the Month, Asparagus virgatus - broom fern. 

Some member benefits include:

•	 A	subscription	to	Seasons	at	Ciener	–	the	Garden’s	Quarterly	newsletter
•	 A	one-year’s	subscription	to	Better	Homes	and	Gardens	or	Martha	Stewart	Living	compliments	of	American	Public	Gardens	Association
•	 A	10	%	discount	at	the	Garden’s	Plant	Sales	and	Members	Only	Pre-Plant	Sale,	10%	discount	at	the	Garden’s	Gift	Shop
•	 Free	admission	to	the	Garden’s	Lunch	and	Learn	and	Summer	Thursday	Lectures
•	 Preferred	registration	to	outings	for	Friends	of	the	Garden
•	 Discounts	to	over	300	gardens	nationwide	through	the	American	Horticultural	Society
•	 Discount	tickets	to	upcoming	Marketplace	Events-produced	Home	and	Garden	Shows	held	in	cities	across	the	nation	during	2020.

Due	to	the	COVID-19	Virus,	our	Spring	Plant	Sale	has	been	cancelled	.	.	.	Sort Of
The	Spring	Plant	Sale	scheduled	to	be	held	Saturday,	April	18th	and	the	 

PJCBG	Members	Only	Pre-Sale	scheduled	to	be	held	Thursday,	April	16th	will not be held.

Instead.	.	.	beginning	Monday,	April	6th,	

	 •	 A	detailed	list	of	photos,	descriptions	and	prices	will	be	posted	on	our	website	

	 •	 Call	our	office,	336-996-7888	by	Wednesday,	April	22nd	to	place	your	order	and	arrangement	for	payment

	 •	 Orders	will	be	ready	for	pick	up	on	Saturday,	May	2nd	from	8:00	am	until	1:00	pm	

	 •	 Limited	delivery	may	be	available	for	an	additional	$20	charge	

Find something perfect for your garden! We will have plants for sun and shade, selected trees, shrubs, and 
herbaceous perennials available to order.  Proceeds benefit the future development of the Garden.

Spectacular Spring Tulip Bloom . . . 
Be sure to visit Paul J. Ciener Botanical Garden during the month of April.  
Stroll through the Garden and enjoy the over 20,000 bulbs that will be 
blooming in a glorious celebration of Spring during our Spectacular Spring 
Tulip Bloom.



3

www.cienerbotanicalgarden.org

“Bonsai for Fun”
by	Josh	Williams,	PJCBG’s	Garden	Manager
Thursday, May 21, 2020, 12:00 pm-1:00 pm
Have	you	ever	wanted	to	learn	about	the	living	art	of	Bonsai?		Josh	will	explain	how	to	care,	cultivate,	maintain	
and	train	your	own	Bonsai	tree	with	easy	to	understand	and	step-by-step	guides.		If	you	already	have	a	bonsai	tree,	
please	bring	it	along!		Lunch	and	Learn	is	FREE	to	Members	of	PJCBG	or	$2	for	nonmembers.		Registration	is	
recommended.		Bring	your	lunch.		The	Garden	will	provide	drinks.

Lunch and Learn lectures are part of our Chip Callaway Lecture Series

May Lunch and Learn . . . 

“Visitors from Heaven”
A One-Man Show by Raymond Reid,  
National Award-winning Artist, Newspaper Columnist and Author 
Sunday, July 19, 2020, 1:00 pm-5:00 pm
The	show	will	consist	of	original	paintings	and	drawings	of	Reid’s	
inspirational and dramatic depictions of cardinals.

Reid’s	original	watercolor,	“Come	Fly	With	Me,”	featuring	a	cardinal	in	flight	at	the	Garden,	will	
be	drawn	for	raffle	at	5:00	pm	that	day.	Reid	donated	the	painting	to	the	Garden	as	a	fund-raiser.	Raffle	tickets	are	
$25	(limited	number),	with	all	proceeds	going	to	the	Garden.

Coming this Summer . . . 

Watch our Website for dates, times, topics, etc.

Photography Classes  
Beginning	
Smartphone

Summer Thursday Lecture Series  
June	•	July	•	August
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Have you ever just looked a group of related plants and thought I 
need	to	have	them	all?		Baptisia	is	one	of	those	plants	that	growing	
one	variety,	cultivar	or	species	just	won’t	do.	Our	current	collection	
displays	15	different	varieties	but	that	hasn’t	begun	to	reach	the	
diversity within this plant group. 

Baptisia	is	a	large	group	of	plants	native	to	the	United	States.	
Commonly known as false indigo, it resembles the indigo plant 
that	produces	a	dye	but	with	much	larger	flowers.		Belonging	to	the	
pea family, new growth emerges in spring, almost like spears of 
asparagus that give rise to blue-grey leaves followed by spikes of pea-
like	flowers.		Most	species	have	spikes	of	flowers,	some	have	flowers	
that	cascade	below	the	leaves	and	some	have	a	single	flower	borne	
in the axil of the leaf.  Most bloom in spring, while some bloom in 
summer.  It’s an easy plant to grow, does best in full to part sun, 
grows in poor soils and should be staple plant in every garden.  They 
range	in	size	from	12”	tall	and	wide	to	4’	tall	and	6’	wide	and	are	
possibly deer resistant.  

A few species have stood out as mainstream but in recent years, 
hybrids offering a grand color palette and superior habits have taken 
the market by storm.  Thanks for some nature hanky panky as well 
as experts in our industry for making incredible plants.  Tony Avent, 
owner	of	Plant	Delights	Nursery	in	Raleigh,	NC	has	dubbed	Baptisia	
as	the	redneck	lupine.		Because	lupines	do	not	like	the	heat	and	
humidity,	he	has	found	Baptisia	to	be	the	best	alternative.		If	you	
would like some extra reading, visit their website and read the article 
on	“Baptisia,	Revenge	of	the	Redneck	Lupine”.

Our	collection	currently	consists	of	several	early	spring	bloomers	
(photos	are	in	A-G	order).	A	wonderful	perennial,	Baptisia 
sphaerocarpa	(A)	can	be	found	growing	along	roadsides	natively	
in	Texas	and	Louisiana,	north	to	Oklahoma	and	Missouri.		It	has	
also found a home growing in the Patio Terrace Gardens since 
2011.		‘Wayne’s	World’	(B)	was			was	discovered	growing	in	Wayne	
County, NC.  Probably one of the tallest of native false indigo, it 

reaches	4	feet	tall	and	
gives rise to bright white 
spikes	of	flowers.		The	
North	Carolina	Botanical	
Garden have introduced 
a fair number of cultivars 
including	‘Purple	Smoke’	
and	‘Carolina	Moonlight’	
(C	and	D).	‘Purple	
Smoke’ false indigo 
was introduced back 
in	the	1990’s	with	its	
smoky blue-grey stems 
and	flowers.		‘Carolina	
Moonlight’ false indigo 
showcases a stunning 
display of soft yellow 
spikes	of	flowers.		Newer	
varieties	include	‘Cherries	
Jubilee’	(E)	and	‘Chocolate	
Chip’	(F)	both	resulted	
from the wonderful trials 
at	Plant	Delights	Nursery	
and Walters Garden.  
Cinnamon	colored	flowers	
adorn	‘Cherries	Jubilee’	
while	‘Chocolate	Chip’	has	
smoky	purple	flowers.	

I also wanted to share 
some unusual false 
indigos. Baptisia 
arachnifera	(G)	is	nothing	
like the previous ones 
mentioned.  This indigo is known as the wooly indigo and with a 
name like arachnifera, you know it’s something special.  The stems 
are	grey	with	white	hairy	leaves.		Growing	to	just	2’	tall	and	wide,	
and	flowers	in	summer	with	yellow	flowers	held	close	to	the	stems	
and	leaves.	Our	specimen	has	been	growing	in	our	scree	beds	since	
2009.		This	plant	is	currently	listed	on	the	federally	endangered	list.		
Thanks	to	the	works	of	Plant	Delights	Nursery,	they	found	a	way	to	
grow seedlings making it available to you.  

Come visit the garden next month to find a lot more of false indigos 
in	bloom.		You	can	say	that	I’m	in	my	Baptisia	stage	and	rightfully	
so.  It’s native, tough as nails and performs well in the garden, need 
I	say	more?

Baptisia - Building a Collection!
Adrienne R. Roethling 
Director of Curation & Mission Delivery 
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Spring is here and the Gift Shop is ready with so many new items. Please visit when we 
reopen!

As	we	are	passionate	about	pollinators,	we	have	several	types	of	bee	and	butterfly	homes	
which help our pollinators and protects them from predators.

For the outdoor fan, we have unique bird houses, bird feeders, rain chains, wind spinners, 
garden	flags,	plant	stakes,	and	planters.	All	or	a	few	of	these	items	make	a	beautiful	display	
while enjoying nature. 

Our	ever-popular	yoga	frogs	are	back!	This	year	they	are	joined	by	new	yoga	flamingos!		Their	
poses	are	humorous,	and	the	flamingo’s	may	be	funnier	than	the	frogs!	

Easter	and	Mother’s	Day	is	right	around	the	corner	and	we	have	a	whimsical	assortment	
of	Easter	bunnies.	For	Mom,	we	have	beautiful	vases,	wall	pockets,	and	inspirational	gift	
books.		The	Gift	Shop	is	now	carrying	“wellness”	products.	Laurie	Panas-Brackett	with	
Pure Wellness, provides products such as bar soaps, hand soaps and sanitizers, lotions, 
moisturizers, candles, and so much more.  All are made with natural ingredients and essential oils.  These products are wonderful, you 
will want several items for yourself and pick up a few for Mom! 

Don’t	forget,	all	members	of	the	Garden	receive	a	10%	discount	on	their	purchases.		Please	remember,	all	proceeds	from	the	Dolores	and	
Wyatt	LeFever	Garden	Shop	help	our	Garden	grow!

The Dolores and Wyatt LeFever Garden Gift Shop

As Spring comes to the Garden, we are reminded of how grateful we are for our supporters and want to take a moment to update you 
on several projects.

In	the	coming	year,	we	want	to	complete	the	installation	of	the	Rill	and	Reflecting	Pond,	which	will	house	the	beautiful	bronzed	
“Dancing	Crane”	sculpture,	that	is	currently	displayed	in	our	Welcome	Center.	In	early	summer,	we	will	introduce	a	new	garden	
experience,	Discovery	Garden.		The	Discovery	Garden	will	be	for	all	guests	to	enjoy	but	will	primarily	cater	to	children,	grades	3	through	
5.  Children will participate in one of two summer camps that will include many educational activities such as planting a mini-farm, 
plant	and	pollinator	identification,	garden	exploration,	and	artwork.		The	end	of	the	camp	allows	students	to	become	a	“garden	chef”,	
making their own healthy meal from vegetables planted in the Kitchen Garden.

We also want to thank several foundations for their support.  Without their support we could not provide the community with needed 
programs and beautiful gardens.

•	 The	John	W.	and	Anna	H.	Hanes	Foundation.		We	purchased	many	needed	garden	tools	which	our	staff	and	volunteers	will	use	
while working in the garden.

•	 The	Vaughn-Jordan	Foundation.		We	were	able	to	purchase	and	make	seed	kits	for	students	participating	in	our	Elementary	
Education	program	and	rebuild	raised	Kitchen	Garden	beds.

We remain grateful for our corporate partners and donors who support the Garden in various projects that make the garden an 
educational and beautiful place to visit.  If you are interested in learning more about how you can support the Garden through 
volunteerism	or	a	donation,	please	feel	free	to	contact	us	at	336-996-7888.		We	look	forward	to	seeing	you	in	the	Garden!

The Donor’s Corner. . .
Angie Huffman
Philanthropy Associate
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