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A View from the Garden...
As I sit down to write this article, 
we have just had 3 days of rain and 
unseasonably cool temperatures.  It 
has been what my daddy would call the 

‘blackberry snap’.  I am so happy and 
grateful to see the sun at the moment.  

When you read this, we will have been 
in stay-at-home or shelter mode for over 100 days.  As an 
only child that was frequently grounded for misconduct, 
I have not really cared.  However, I can report that it has 
had its effects.  I can’t seem to remember what day it is or 
whom I may have talked with or about what it was we had 
to say.  It is like my brain is on stay-at-home mode.  One 
bonus for me is that I have seen my Mother daily and we 
have been able to go to our family home in Morganton on 
the weekends.  That has been a nice change of pace and has 
helped to punctuate the days.

I am happy to report that during this time, the Garden has 
been open, despite having to close our Welcome Center 
and Gift Shop.  And, the good news is we have recorded 
50+ visitors each day.  Staff has been able to work here 
in isolation of each other and the Garden is very well 
maintained.  I hope many of you ventured out to visit us.  
The Spring Tulip display was the most beautiful one ever – 
THANK YOU to Brent and Becky’s Bulbs of Gloucester, VA.  
Their generous donation each year of the bulbs make us 
shine.  Since then, other areas of the Garden have ‘shown’ 
out and at every turn, beauty abounds.  Take a moment and 
drop by.  

The Garden staff and our Board of Directors are grateful to 
each of you that have donated your gifts of time, treasure 
and talent during this unusual time in our world.  Your 

volunteering at home working on the ‘tulip’ lights for the 
holiday display, your gift to us on Giving Tuesday, your 
wise counsel and advice have made all the difference to 
us.  Thank you!  You will read more about other means of 
support for the Garden on Angie’s Donor Page.  

When you visit the Garden, notice the wide array of herbs 
as you enter the Kitchen Garden area.  This is possible from 
support from the Herb Society of America – NC Chapter 
Davis Fund.  Recent upfits, new soils and overall general 
maintenance to the Kitchen Garden were made possible 
with funding from the Vaughn-Jordan Foundation.  All 
harvested produce will be given to local hunger relief 
programs.

As we all learn new ways of living, let’s practice all the 
safety guidelines and do our part to keep others safe and 
to contain the viral spread.  In the meantime, spend some 
time in nature and allow it to work its magical healing 
properties.  Visit the Garden and savor its delights.  
Remember, social distance, wear your mask and send a 
friendly wave to other visitors across the Garden.  We CAN 
get through this together.  

My wish for all of us is safety, kindness and love.  
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Calendar of Upcoming Events...
Toni Hays 
Programs Officer

For more information or to register for our events, visit 
our website, www.cienerbotanicalgarden.org or call 
336-996-7888. 

4th of July . . .
The Offices and Gift Shop will be CLOSED on Friday, July 3rd in observance of the 4th of July holiday.  The Garden will 
remain OPEN daily dawn until dusk.  Have a safe and happy July 4th and remember to practice safe, social distancing while 
visiting the Garden.

Photography Classes . . .

Summer Thursday Lectures . . .
“Bonsai for Fun”
by Josh Williams, PJCBG’s Garden Manager
Thursday, July 9, 2020, 6:00 pm-7:00 pm
Have you ever wanted to learn about the living art of Bonsai?  Josh will explain how to care, cultivate, maintain and 
train your own Bonsai tree with easy to understand and step-by-step guides.  If you already have a bonsai tree, please 
bring it along!

“A Walking Tour of our Garden’s Summer Annuals”
Led by Adrienne Roethling, PJCBG’s Director of Curation and Mission Delivery 
Thursday, August 20, 2020, 6:00 pm-7:00 pm

Warm your Garden with Summer Annuals:  Adrienne will take you through the many seasonal areas, 
containers and more while discussing the beauty behind Annual Flowers.   Every year, a different Annual plant 
is chosen to be our stellar display, 2020 showcases another repeat of Salvias or Sages.  Though most sages 
are truly perennial but treated as annuals in the Piedmont Region of NC.  Explore the sages and many more 
annuals throughout the display gardens.   

Taught by Elizabeth Larson
Beginning – Taking Better Photographs 
August 11, 18 and 25, 2020 (three-part class)
5:30 pm-8:30 pm, $139

Learn to take better photos, with the gardens and landscape at the Garden as your backdrop.  Understand how to operate your camera 
settings better (shutter and aperture, composition, working in natural light and use of flash).  Learn the best lenses and equipment for 
each subject or scene you would like to photograph.  In addition, we can talk a little more about enhancing your photographs in photo 
editing software.  We will be outdoors photographing the beautiful Garden!  A DSLR camera is needed with at least one lens of your choice. 

All Levels – Learning Your Smart Phone Camera 
August 26, 2020, 5:30 pm-8:30 pm, $39
Learn how to take better pictures with your smart phone camera.  Understand proper lighting, composition, exposure and 
selecting go-to photo apps to enhance your photographs.  Learn how to share on social media (i.e., Instagram) and how to 
get a following of your photos on your page.



3

www.cienerbotanicalgarden.org

Lunch and Learn Lectures return in the Fall.  Please check our website for dates and topics TBD.

Lunch and Learn Lectures . . .

Wednesday, July 15, 2020, 12:30 pm-5:00 pm 
Wednesday, July 29, 2020, 12:30 pm-5:00 pm
Giving blood does not require much time.  You can help save up to three lives in about an hour.  The 

need is ongoing but the supply is not.
   For an appointment, call 336-996-7888 or visit www.redcrossblood.org to make an appointment online and use Sponsor 
Code: Paul J. Ciener Botanical Garden.  Take advantage of RapidPass which allows you to complete your pre-reading and donation 
questions online, reducing the time you spend at the blood drive by up to 15 minutes.  Visit www.redcrossblood.org/RapidPass.
UPDATE: For the safety of our donor community and in accordance with CDC guidelines, all donors are required to wear a face covering or 
mask. Please bring one to your donation. If you do not have one, a mask will be provided to you.

Blood Drives . . .

Individual/Household memberships are just $50 per year Join or renew your membership for a chance to win our 
Plant of the Month.  Congratulations to Glenn and Cynthia Scott, winners of our June Plant of the Month, Asclepias 
syriaca - common milkweed.

Some member benefits include:
•	 A	subscription	to	Seasons	at	Ciener	–	the	Garden’s	Quarterly	newsletter
•	 A	one-year’s	subscription	to	Better	Homes	and	Gardens	or	Martha	Stewart	Living	compliments	of	American	Public	Gardens	

Association
•	 A	10	%	discount	at	the	Garden’s	Plant	Sales	and	Members	Only	Pre-Plant	Sale,	10%	discount	at	the	Garden’s	Gift	Shop
•	 Free	admission	to	the	Garden’s	Lunch	and	Learn	and	Summer	Thursday	Lectures
•	 Preferred	registration	to	outings	for	Friends	of	the	Garden
•	 Discounts	to	over	300	gardens	nationwide	through	the	American	Horticultural	Society
•	 Discount	tickets	to	upcoming	Marketplace	Events-produced	Home	and	Garden	Shows	held	in	cities	across	the	nation	during	2020.

vol·un·teer
/ˌvälənˈtir/
noun
noun: volunteer; plural noun: volunteers
1. a person who freely offers to take part in an enterprise or undertake a task.

Volunteers of the Season . . . 

One of the great strengths of Paul J. Ciener Botanical Garden is our talented and hardworking group of volunteers 
who assist in many different areas within the daily and seasonal functions of the Garden.  Our dedicated 
volunteers enjoy the beauty of nature, while playing important roles from horticulture to special events and 
educational tours while they generously give their gift of time to the Garden. Paul J. Ciener Botanical Garden 

recognizes one volunteer each season whom we feel has done an outstanding job.

This season, we would like to recognize two volunteers who have been essential during the past months.  When we began the stay-at-home or 
shelter mode in mid-March, we kept all volunteers home. But when they were allowed to return to the Garden, two volunteers jumped right in 
to help with the much-needed garden maintenance.  They have been a huge help to our grateful  Garden staff.    

Our Volunteers for this season are Master Gardener Jim Hout and Sylvia Tazbir.  Please join us in thanking Jim and Sylvia for all that they 
do for the Garden.  We are truly blessed to have them as part of our Garden family.  As a small token of our appreciation, Jim and Sylvia will 
receive a gift certificate to a restaurant in downtown Kernersville to enjoy!
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We just finished celebrating National Pollinator Month this past June. But 
pollinators are out and about the entire season which gives us reason to 
continue celebrating.  Afterall, pollinators are important for survival and without 
pollinators, there would be no plants to display and our food source would 
decrease. You can say that I have jumped on the pollinator bandwagon and have 
now created plenty of pit stops throughout the gardens.  

With help from many of our volunteers, I learned those pit stops are the food 
court of the display mall if you will.  In 2011, we had hives and were told the 
bees were malnourished.  Yeah, at the time, we only had one food court.  Being 
in the heart of downtown, I was not sure where their next pit stop would be.  
Therefore, the hive was taken to a nearby orchard. We have grown tremendously, 
and we now have four food courts throughout the garden plus lots of native, non-
invasive/exotic and nectar/pollen producing plants.  Another pass along from 
our volunteers is that while touring school groups, teach them to say thank you 
to our many, many pollinators.  This helps those who are generally afraid of bugs.  
And, what is a pollinator?  Anything that moves pollen…wind, bugs, animals and 
sometimes people. Unfortunately, not all pollinators are cute and fuzzy and while 
some are downright scary and destructive, the role they play far outweighs their 
appearance. 

Going back to something I said above, native, non-invasive/exotics and nectar/
pollen producing displays of plants.  Of course, native plants are a must.  Believe it 
or not, we have a lot of native plants in our gardens.  They consist of coneflowers, 
several species of milk or butterfly weed, lilies, phlox, hardy cacti and more.  
Someone once commented that we need to replace our weeds in the Perennial 
Border.  It is unfortunate that this person categorizes native plants as weeds.  
Anyway, some of us may have heard the term Nativar.  This is a selection made 
from a native plant.  A good example are the coneflowers.  Our native coneflower 
is pink with a bright purple cone.  Over the years, white, orange, red and yellow 
coneflowers have hit the market.  While they appeal to the consumer, I have 
noticed how much they attract the pollinators too.  To my knowledge there is no 
concrete proof that the pollen is any different.  I can see a fuss over the double 
flowering coneflowers because they kind-of lack a cone…no pollen.  Therefore, 
they would be just aesthetics.  We grow several species of milkweed, but I find 
more monarch activity of Gomphocarpus physocarpus, balloon milkweed which is 
native to southern Africa.  I think a little diversity is OK, don’t you?

Non-invasive/exotics can be a scary term.  While some think all non-natives 
should fall in this category, I have learned to let the experts decide what is invasive 
before I introduce something to our plant collections.  If anything, there have 
been a lot of native plants that have taken over.  Asclepias syriaca popped up for 
us, we did not plant it originally.  It popped up in our Tropical Garden 9 years ago 

and has run through the wall into the Perennial Border, seeded into the Xeric 
Scree and along the fence line.  It was my intent to leave it to the Tropical Garden 
only, but my guilt takes over if I remove it from the other spaces.  Non-native plants 
can too fall into the category of essential, easy to grow and needed in the garden. 
Part of our mission is to “connect people to the world of plants”, something Paul 
Ciener said himself.  It is my job to display a healthy eco system as well as keeping 
up with the mission.  I think I can do both.  A big group of non-native plants that 
attract pollinators would reside in our herb garden.  Herbs are a favorite among 
pollinators, but most herbs are native to the Mediterranean region. 

Lastly, let’s look at plants that produce 
an abundance of nectar and pollen. 
Pollinators are hungry and while 
the monarch will lay her eggs on the 
milkweed, as an adult, she still needs 
to eat and sip.  Milkweed does not 
present pollen like other flowers but 
produces a large amount of nectar.  
While monarchs may not need pollen, 
the honeybees do.  They will gather 
pollen from other sources which is why 
we sow a lot of annual seeds on the 
property.  A big source of pollen comes 
from zinnias, cosmos and sunflowers.  
Another reason for annuals is to 
create a bridge of flowers during off 
peak seasons.  There is somewhat 
of a flower gap between say tulip or 
peony season (April - early May), lily or salvia season (June) and lastly perennial 
sunflower or chrysanthemum season (September).  In most years, annuals can be 
sown directly into the ground on May 1st.  Yeah, not so much this spring.  While 
we warmed up quickly, we dipped back into cold temperatures followed by periods 
of rain.  We were late in getting our seeds in, but we still had plenty of violas, 
mustard and clover that bridged the spring gap. 

I would like to introduce you 
to a new feature here at the 
garden.  While COVID-19 has 
really changed a lot of our 
plans, we still went through 
in creating a teaser Discovery 
Garden.  Our hope was to 
have summer camps and 
more activities where the 
younger generation would 
learn the importance of 

pollinators and flowers.  But we still planted a heart shaped display to grow lots of 
annuals, several new species of milkweed, colorful plants and more.  It is another 
essential pollinator area and we hope you come by to visit this space as it grows.  
And, as I type this, I am watching trees being cut down and subdivisions moving 
in on every corner, it is clear how important our 7 acre haven has become.  I would 
rather see a diversity of plants, native, non-native and lots of flowers over a drug 
induced lawn and empty lots.  I have learned to pick my battles and flowers need 
to win! 

What I have learned from Pollinators!
Adrienne R. Roethling 
Director of Curation & Mission Delivery 
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The Dolores and Wyatt LeFever Garden Gift Shop is full of unique and special gifts and treats!  Come visit our beautiful  
Paul J. Ciener Botanical Garden and then stop in the Gift Shop, you never know what you may find!

What a crazy spring this has been at the Garden.  As the tulips, daffodils, peonies and 
a multitude of spring flowers showed their beautiful colors, the Welcome Center was 
closed due to the COVID-19 virus. 

Being closed March through May, we realized how truly fortunate we are to have so 
many supporters. Volunteers, members and donors.  We averaged 50+ guests every 
day visiting the beautiful gardens.  I hope you had a chance to see the spring flowers, 
they were magnificent, and we love showing off our flowers!!

On May 5th, the Garden participated in the national #GivingTuesday Now. 
#GivingTuesday is normally the Tuesday after Thanksgiving, but this year 
#GivingTuesday Now put together a one-time giving day to help non-profits affected 
by the COVID-19 virus.  And donors gave big, nationally and locally, to the non-
profits of their choice.  All of us at the Garden, staff and Board members, are so 
grateful that our loyal members and donors gave over $3,500.00.  These funds will 
allow us to continue pruning, planting and the ever-important garden maintenance, 
especially in our Kitchen Garden as harvest from the Kitchen Garden is donated to 
local hunger programs.  Over the past 5 years, 3,500 pounds of vegetables and herbs 
have been donated to local hunger relief programs.  Thank you, we have the best 
members and donors!

We still have plans for the year.  Soon, we will again begin the work on completing the 
installation of the Rill and Reflecting Pond, which will house the beautiful bronzed 
“Dancing Crane” sculpture, that is currently displayed in our Welcome Center. Later 
this year, we want to introduce a new garden experience, the Discovery Garden.  The 
Discovery Garden will be for all guests to enjoy but will primarily cater to children, 

grades 3 through 5.  Children will (hopefully, next summer) participate in one of two 
summer camps that will include many educational activities such as planting a mini-
farm, plant and pollinator identification, garden exploration, and artwork.  The end of 
the camp allows students to become a “garden chef”, making their own healthy meal 
from vegetables planted in the Kitchen Garden.

We also want to thank several foundations for their support.  Without their support 
we could not provide the community with needed programs and beautiful gardens.

•	 Stanley	Smith	Horticulture	Trust	for	granting	the	Garden	a	one-time	gift	of	
$5,000.00 for general operating expenses.  

•	 We	applied	with	the	U.S.	Botanic	Garden	(USBG)	and	American	Public	Gardens	
Association Urban Agriculture Resilience Program and received notification 
that the Garden has been granted $15,000.00 to grow and distribute produce, 
maintain and expand food growing education programs, and promote wellness 
and nutrition educating the public about growing and consuming fruits and 
vegetables.  

•	 Wal-Mart	Community	Grant	donated	$500.00	supporting	our	Elementary	
Education Program.

We are so thankful to the many who support the Garden with our various projects 
that make the garden an educational and beautiful place to visit.  If you are interested 
in learning more about how you can support the Garden through volunteerism or a 
donation, please feel free to contact me at 336-996-7888 or ahuffman@pjcbg.org.  We 
look forward to seeing you in the Garden!

The Donor’s Corner. . .
Angie Huffman
Philanthropy Associate

Summer has finally arrived, and we have been ready since spring with so many new items!  

Like many other businesses, we were closed due to the COVID-19 restrictions.  We have re-opened (Tuesdays through Fridays, 
10:00 am until 4:00 pm) and are read to share so many new items.  A note to our shoppers, we can only have 2 shoppers at a time, 
and you must wear a mask.  If you need a mask, we have NEW cloth masks in a variety of colors for $8.00. They are going quickly.

We are also excited to be selling “wellness” products.  Laurie Panas-Brackett with Pure Wellness provides us with 
natural products made with essential oils.  We have several types of goat milk soaps that smell great and can heal.  
Bathing soap of course that smell very pleasing, poison ivy soap that we are told “really works wonders”; and a 
gardener soap that soothes the skin and helps repel some bugs.  Natural liquid hand soaps, sanitizers, and lotions 
in a variety of scents that make the skin feel soft, not dry.  And lastly, we have delightful moisturizers for all skin 
types.  Once you try these products, you will love them and be back for more!

We still have our distinctive yard and garden goodies that make a garden special - unique bird houses, bird 
feeders, rain chains, wind spinners, garden flags, plant stakes, and planters. All make for enjoyable and 
relaxing times in the garden. 

Be sure to visit in July as we will be having a “Summer Fun” sale!!  This will be fun!! 

Don’t	forget,	all	members	of	the	Garden	receive	a	10%	discount	on	their	purchases	and	all	proceeds	from	the	
Dolores and Wyatt LeFever Garden Shop help our Garden grow!

The Dolores and Wyatt LeFever Garden Gift Shop
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