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Thank You John Whisnant!
Dear Friends of the Garden: 

In this special addition of Seasons at Ciener, we’d like to thank John Whisnant for an amazing seven years.  One of John’s many projects was overseeing the 
“Dancing Cranes”, Rill and Reflecting Pool Garden project. Our feathered friends need a nest.  The “Dancing Cranes”, a sculpture by Lloyd LeBlanc, was donated 
by Joseph M. Bryan, Jr. from his private collection.  Thank you, Joe, for this magnificent piece of art to adorn The Garden.  

With your help, the Rill and Reflecting Pool will be the next garden 
installation. Together we can create not only a gorgeous new addition to 
the Garden but build a great new home for this majestic sculpture.  Please 
consider a gift of any amount to help make this new installation a reality.  
Recognition giving levels abound, but we also want everyone to be a part of 
creating this new Garden space.  

John took the lead to see that our garden was selected to be represented in 
the “Gardens Across America” exhibit in Washington D.C. during the summer 
of 2019.  Our display garden, a replica of our raised bed Kitchen Garden, was 
viewed by half a million visitors.  In addition, Washington D.C. was the site for 
the annual conference for the American Public Gardens Association attended 
by over 600 of our colleagues. John, Josh and Adrienne installed the garden in 
May of that year and all plants in the display had culinary, edible or medicinal 
attributes.  What an honor to be one of 20 gardens from across American to 
be selected and showcased. 

We are extremely grateful for John’s guidance over the last seven years 
and celebrate his accomplishments. During his tenure, the Garden has 
introduced new spaces for the public to experience and enjoy, has increased 
its constituencies, enhanced its profile in the Triad region and introduced 
fun and innovative programming. We all wish John the best in his future 
endeavors and are thankful for his commitment to always support the success 
of the Garden in any way he can. No doubt once we are back to having events 
and concerts you will likely see his smiling face in the crowd. 

Now, more than ever, Gardening is relevant and vital.  Paul J. Ciener 
Botanical Garden is vibrant in its place as a treasured part of the Triad’s 
cultural landscape. During COVID-19, visitation to the Garden has been and 
continues to be at an all-time high.  Many wonderful things have occurred to 
offer our visitors a great experience along with new things on the horizon.  
These include the addition of the Woody Plant Collection and Wetland Garden 
and seeing the many monarchs in the Essential Pollinator areas. On the 
horizon, we look forward to another Spectacular Holiday Light display which 

will be even bigger and better, and next spring, our Spectacular Tulip Bloom 
will continue to dazzle and amaze.  The Kitchen Garden yielded over 1000 
lbs of produce this summer alone.  All went to area food relief shelters, the 
Salvation Army, H.O.P.E and the Table Food Truck through the First Christian 
Church. 

COVID-19 has forced the many cancelations or rescheduling of events in our 
Welcome Center and Ballroom.  As a result, the Garden had to make some 
changes to assure it’s longevity and essential programming.  Thankfully, 
gardening continues but we want to showcase our Elopement and Special 
Occasion Packages.  We now offer a package designed for small parties with 
access to the Patio Terrace offering stunning views for a memorable setting.  
Call the garden today to book your next intimate event. 

As always, our desire is to “inspire, enlighten and connect people of all ages to 
the world of plants, gardening and horticulture.” Your support, involvement 
and participation are important! We thank you for your interest in the 
Garden. Please don’t hesitate to reach out to us if you have any questions. 

Happy Gardening!

David, Greg and the staff of Paul J. Ciener Botanical Garden
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Calendar of Upcoming Events...
Toni Hays 
Programs Officer

For more information or to register for our events, visit 
our website, www.cienerbotanicalgarden.org or call 
336-996-7888. 

Photography Class . . .

Lunch and Learn Lectures . . .
Free to Members of Paul J. Ciener Botanical Garden; $2 for non-members.
Registration is required.  For more information or to register, visit  
www.cienerbotanicalgarden.org or call 336-996-7888.   
Bring your lunch – the Garden will provide drinks
Part of our Chip Callaway Lecture Series

“History of Cultivation – The Future”
by Josh Williams, PJCBG Garden Manager 
Thursday, November 12, 2020 
12:00 pm-1:00 pm
Josh will explain and expand on how we use our landscapes and plantings today and new ways of thinking 
about them . . . Where will we take them?  How far will they take us?  This lecture is Part 3 of a series.

“Magical Monarchs”
by Jeanne Megel
Thursday, October 8, 2020
12:00 pm-1:00 pm
Jeanne will show us how to start a butterfly garden, what and where to plant; the perils and pitfalls faced by the 
butterfly and those who want to help them; how to locate and recognize monarch eggs; the development of the 
insect from egg to butterfly; and what else you can do to help the butterfly population.

Learning Your Smart Phone Camera 
Taught by Elizabeth Larson
Saturday, October 3, 2020
9:00 am-12:00 noon
$39 (Limited to 10 students)
Learn how to take better pictures with your smart phone camera.  Understand proper lighting, composition, 
exposure and selecting go-to photo apps to enhance your photographs.  Learn how to share on social media (i.e., 
Instagram) and how to get a following of your photos on your page.   Register at https://www.elarsonphoto.
com/form/paul-j-ciener-botanical-garden-photo-class-october-3rd-2020-learning-your-smartphone-
camera
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Monday, October 19, 2020, 2:30 pm-7:00 pm 
Monday, November 30, 2020, 12:00 pm-4:30 pm 
Thursday, December 17, 2020, 12:00 pm-4:30 pm
Wednesday, December 30, 2020, 12:00 pm-4:30 pm
Giving blood doesn’t require much time.  You can help save up to three lives in about an hour.  The American Red 
Cross has a constant and ongoing need for blood and platelet donations. Please schedule your appointment to 

help prevent another blood shortage. Additionally, the Red Cross is testing all blood, platelet and plasma donations for COVID-19 
antibodies.  To make an appointment online, visit www.redcrossblood.org.

Red Cross Blood Drives . . .

Kernersville Little Theatre presents . . . 
“The Kitchen Witches”
October 15, 16 and 17, 2020 
6:30 pm-8:30 pm
Isobel Lomax and Dolly Biddle are two “mature” cable-access cooking show hostesses who have 
hated each other for thirty years, ever since Larry Biddle dated one and married the other.  When 
circumstances put them together on a TV show called The Kitchen Witches, the insults are flung 
harder than the food!  Dolly’s long-suffering TV-producer son, Stephen, tries to keep them on track, 
but as long as Dolly’s dressing room is one inch closer to the set than Isobel’s, it’s a losing battle, and 
the show becomes a ratings smash as Dolly and Isobel top both Martha Stewart and Jerry Springer!  
Reservations required.  Reservations must be made through www.KLTheatre.com.

Coming November 25th . . . 
Spectacular Tulip Holiday Blooms!
This year’s display will be bigger and brighter than  last year’s. 
Mark your calendar.  You don’t want to miss this!

The Garden will be OPEN Daily from Dawn until Dusk. 
Offices will be OPEN Monday-Friday, 9:00 am-5:00 pm.
Gift Shop will be OPEN, Tuesday-Friday, 10:00 am-4:00 pm and on Saturday, December 5th,  
10:00 am-4:00 pm. Saturday, December 12th and 19th, the Gift Shop will be OPEN 10:00 am-2:00 pm.
The Offices and Gift Shop will be CLOSED for the following Holidays: 
Thursday and Friday, November 26th and 27th - Closed for Thanksgiving 
Thursday and Friday, December 24th and 25th - Closed for Christmas 
Friday, January 1st - Closed for New Year’s Day

Holiday Hours at the Garden . . . 
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We all know what a challenge it’s been for the last 9 months.  I’m not 
going to reflect on the bad because the bad probably had more of an 
impact on a personal level rather than a professional level.  Therefore, 
let’s focus on the good side of 2020.  Gardening all around has been one 
good thing for 2020.  Our gardens have grown, the public has taken up 
gardening and thankfully, we have seen a huge increase in visitors.  

At the beginning of the growing season, we added the Discovery Garden 
Vignette which included several new species of butterfly weed and several 
tropical forms of milkweed.  The Monarchs came out in numbers and 
the caterpillars devoured the plants.  Zinnias, sunflowers, Mexican torch 
sunflower and other annuals were added for pollen and nectar.  It’s a 
privilege to be part of their ecosystem.  But wait, there’s more, adding 
gardens in 2020 is not over yet.

I’d like to introduce you to the Conifer & Woody Plant Collection, aka 
the Mini Arboretum.  Since 2006, the garden staff have been building 
a collection.  You know the saying, if you build it, they will come.  Well, 
Todd Lasseigne, our first Director said, if we build the collection, David 

and Greg will develop the garden spaces for them.  Almost all of them 
have found or will soon find their permanent home among the displays.  
A small handful remain in the nursery which will be planted in the 
Woodland Garden but only after we fix the erosion issues as well as have 
an arborist to come in to take down the giant dead oak. 

By definition, an Arboretum is a collection of woody plants...trees and 
shrubs.  Our display will have shrubs with different color foliage such as 
the Loropetalum chinense or fringe flower.  Fringe flowers are evergreen 
shrubs with hot pink or bright white spider-like flowers.  They bloom 
heaviest in spring and sporadically in fall.  Some may have noticed the 
Loropetalums among our mosaic hedge around the parking lot.  Also 
planted are Asian magnolias, Mexican oaks, boxwoods, redbuds, hollies 
and more.  By creating this arboretum, the plants will reach their 
maximum height and width.  It’ll allow our visitors to see plants in their 
mature sizes. 

Another garden space will be the Wetland Garden.  You may have noticed 
a low spot at the bottom of the Event Lawn. The low space was part of our 

bio system during construction.  Since the space is still there, it’s created 
a wet area, too wet for the mower. Instead of bringing in soil, or leveling 
out the area with heavy equipment, we decided to enhance what’s going 
by adding plants that like low wet spots.  If we’ve learned anything from 
Wendi Hartup, Storm Water Manager for the Town of Kernersville, it’s to 
plant for the space and add plants to help filter out the impurities.  Last 
month, we received a shipment of wetland plants, they were increased 
in size to gain vigor and will soon be planted.  The plants chosen for this 
new vignette are, a tickseed with large, yellow daisy-like flowers.  Typical 
tickseed grows in drier areas, but Coreopsis palustris likes wet feet. The 
word palustris means marsh in Latin, and it’s a North American native 
plant.  The selection ‘Summer Sunshine’ blooms later in the season but 
on upright stems.  Typical species falls over and ‘Summer Sunshine’ has 
a dense habit. Another native, Iris versicolor can be found growing along 
ditches and near waterways.  ‘Purple Flame’ was chosen because it has 
intense purple, new growth.  Purple flowers adorn this plant in spring. 
To round out the growing season, we’ve selected Lobelia cardinalis ‘Black 
Truffle’. This cardinal flower has rich red flowers while the stems and 

leaves are burgundy.  Lobelia typically flowers in August and September 
for us.  You will see swamp mallow or Hibiscus moscheutos, another aster 
relative known as Silphium, as well as Sagittaria…a water plantain plant 
planted among the wetland as well.    

In closing, again, I am thankful that we have remained open and have 
seen an increase in visitors.  The hope is that they keep coming as we add 
these new spaces or just come to see how the garden changes among the 
seasons.  I’m ready to put 2020 behind me, I’m just glad plants do not 
watch the news. 

Two New Garden Vignettes
Adrienne R. Roethling 
Director of Curation & Mission Delivery 
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The Dolores and Wyatt LeFever Garden Gift Shop is full of unique and special gifts and treats!  Come visit our 
beautiful Paul J. Ciener Botanical Garden and then stop in the Gift Shop, you never know what you may find!

Happy Fall from the Dolores and Wyatt LeFever Garden Gift Shop.  Our Christmas merchandise has begun to arrive so 
it’s beginning to feel a little like Christmas!  We have so many fun holiday gifts and decorations to add to the Gift Shop.  
The Shop will be decorated and ready for your holiday shopping by the end of October.  Our Gift Shop holiday hours 
will be Tuesday through Friday, 10:00 am until 4:00 pm and on Saturday, December 5th from 10:00 am until 4:00 
pm.  On Saturday, December 12th and 19th the Gift Shop will be open 10:00 am until 2:00 pm for your last-minute 
Christmas shopping.  So mark your calendars and we hope to see you at the Garden.

We’d like to thank Angie Huffman and wish her well in her new endeavor.  She has passed the baton to Lisa Dunlap but 
we will miss her welcoming personality and expertise. Thank You Angie!

The Dolores and Wyatt LeFever Garden Gift Shop

Membership . . .

Volunteer of the Season . . . 

Our talented and hardworking group of volunteers is one of the great strengths of Paul J. Ciener Botanical 
Garden. Our dedicated volunteers enjoy the beauty of nature, while playing important roles from horticulture 
to special events and educational tours while they generously give their gift of time to the Garden. Paul J. 
Ciener Botanical Garden recognizes one volunteer each season whom we feel has done an outstanding job.

This season, we would like to recognize a volunteer who spent part of the summer helping in all areas of the 
Garden, especially with the development of the Discovery Garden and harvesting the Kitchen Garden.  We 
were especially lucky to have this volunteer’s help in solving some of the pest problems we encounter at the 
Garden.  This volunteer’s time here at the Garden came to an end when she left for Lipscomb University in 
Nashville, Tennessee where she is majoring in Sustainability.  We hope to see her back volunteering at PJCBG 
when she is home from college.  

Our Volunteer for this season is Rachel Daw.  Please join us in thanking Rachel for all that she does for the Garden.  We are truly blessed 
to have Rachel as part of our Garden family. 

“Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy.  You vote in elections once a year, but when you 
volunteer, you vote every day about the kind of community you want to live in.” – Author Unknown

Paul J. Ciener Botanical Garden located, in the Kernersville historic downtown 
district, is the only such public garden between Raleigh and Charlotte.  
Memberships help the Garden provide valuable educational opportunities to 
adults and children and also help in our development of new garden spaces 
as we continue to grow.  Individual/Family Memberships are $50 annually.  
Some Member benefits include a 10% discount at the Garden’s Plant Sales and 
the Garden Gift Shop, free admission to the Garden’s Lunch and Learn and 
Summer Thursday Lectures, preferred registration to outings for members, free 
subscription to Better Homes & Gardens or Martha Stewart Living compliments of APGA, discounts to over 300 gardens 
throughout North America and the Cayman Islands through the American Horticultural Society – www.ahsgardening.org/
rap and more!  Join or renew your membership and your name will be entered into a drawing for our Plant of the Month.  
Congratulations Carolyn Hunt, winner of our September Plant of the Month, Illicium parviflorum ‘Florida Sunshine’-gold leaf anise.
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